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Typical sea areas (as of 1988, 
220 measurement days)





Distribution of island-based AERONET sites

Long-term island based comprehensive AOD measurements, which seemed to be a 
luxury for various applications in the 1980s, do not satisfy contemporary needs of 
remote sensing and modelling research. Establishment of Maritime Aerosol Network 
(MAN) as a component of AERONET allowed to improve our knowledge of aerosol 
optical properties over the oceans and fill existing data gaps in various oceanic areas.
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Maritime Aerosol Network as a Component of AERONET
• MAN represents an important 
strategic sampling initiative and 
ship-borne data acquisition 
complements island-based 
AERONET measurements

• Data acquired in more than 700 
cruises are easily accessible in 
the web-based public data 
archive 
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YEAR Citations

2010 13
2011 22
2012 21
2013 30
2014 16
2015 22
2016 17
2017 19
2018 22
2019 29
2020 25
2021 17
2022 32
2023 20
2024 15



2006 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2019 2023 2024
2 76 147 268 356 510 579 675 723
63 1612 2950 4550 6040 7450 9260 9775 >104

Cruises completed
Measurement days

2008

2024



MV Maersk Kentucky MV Maersk Kentucky

MV Mykines MV Maersk San Marco

2024



 

Maritime Aerosol Network as a Component of AERONET
International collaborative effort



Acknowledgments
● We thank Dr. Steve Platnick from 

EOS Project Science Office and 
Dr.Hal Maring from NASA 
Headquarters for their support of 
AERONET


